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Ideas for Progress:  Range 1-12

EXPLORE/PLAN/ACT Reading

To enhance their skills in each reading-related strand, students who score in the 1-12 range may benefit from activities that encourage them to do the following:

	College Readiness Standards
	Score Range 1-12 Ideas for Progress
	Web Resources

	Main Ideas and Author’s Approach
	Locate details in the text that suggest the author’s or narrator’s purpose
	http://www.literacyleader.com/sites/litlead.essdack.org/files/Author%27s%20Purpose%20Graphic.pdf
Ask students to bring copies of articles, advertisements, stories, and letters that show examples of each kind of writing. Label poster boards, each with one of the three reasons for writing in this lesson. Use evidence from the text to support each type.

What's in the Author's Bag? On index cards or card stock, I found various articles , excerpts or titles that fit each of the three, P, I , or E. I then pasted the articles on the card stock, and had them laminated. Next, I put the heading and directions on lunch bags. I divided my class into five groups of four. The articles or titles on card stock were then placed in the lunch bag or Author's Bag. I supplied the students with a three column graphic organizer with heading for Persuade, Inform and Entertain. Students were then asked to work as a group to read all articles or titles in their grab bags and to place the heading in the correct column. Of course we reviewed these afterwards. It was amazing how correct they were in their guesses. http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/1200361/authors_purpose_in_language_arts_lesson_pg2.html?cat=25
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=skX6RnnIkuM&feature=related (youtube clip on author’s purpose)





	
	Interpret an author’s or narrator’s beliefs, motives, or thinking
	http://www.missionliteracy.com/page68/assets/7%20step%20guide%20to%20ACT%20Highlighted%20Reading.doc
(A 7 Step Guide to ACT Critical Reading)

	Supporting Details
	Write, exchange, and answer a series of questions that examine important details presented in a text
	Consensus 
In this activity, students identify the main ideas in a series of "coming-to-a-consensus" processes (Beers & Howell, 2003). 

1. Have students identify individually the three most important things (three main ideas) they learned from the text that they read. They should list them on a piece of paper. 

2. Pair students to share their most important information (main ideas) and come to a consensus about the three most important pieces of learning (main ideas), again listing them. 

3. Then have each pair join with another to form a group to discuss their findings and again come to a consensus about the three most important pieces of learning (main idea). 

4. Finally, ask the groups to come together as a class, and have them exchange ideas and come to a class consensus of the three most important main ideas. As they do, list the class's main idea on the board. 



	
	Locate and discuss details presented in a text (e.g., who, what, where)
	Most Important Word strategy:  Ask students to choose the most important word from the text they have just read.  Using a template, students will evaluate how the word affect the characters, conflict, plot, and setting and use this information to formulate a theme statement.  

(When Kids Can’t Read, What Teachers Can Do, appendix F)

	Sequential,Comparative, and Cause-Effect Relationships
	Use various strategies (e.g., timelines, event chains, discussion) to determine whether an event occurred and, if so, when it occurred
	http://www.parkridge.k12.nj.us/mpapadopoulos/Summer%20Reading/Cause%20and%20Effect.pd
(cause/effect graphic organizer)

Words Signal Relationship

Tell students that certain words are used as signals that a relationship exists between two events. Tell them to look for words like these:

· so 

· since 

· because 

· as a result 

· consequently

Give students copies of the cause and effect graphic organizer. Ask them to use a textbook or a trade book to look for cause and effect relationships. Tell them to write the cause for each one on the left column and the effect under the right column. When students have finished ask them to share their work with the rest of the class. Ask students if they can identify the signal words that connect the causes and effects in the sentences.

Ask a student to give everyone a pair of scissors and a plastic bag. Tell them to cut each of their causes and effects from the graphic organizer and place them in the plastic bags. They should have four causes and four effects. Have a student collect the bags. Ask another student to give them back to the class so that no one gets his own. Tell the students to match causes and effects by placing the cards side by side on their desks.

Walk around the room, checking to see that everyone is able to match their cards and asking which words are signal words.

The idea that one action causes another to happen is one that is crucial for students to learn. The ability to relate causes to effects enables students to read and understand what happened and why it happened in their reading and to analyze what is happening in the world around them. Practice through activities similar to the ones above will help students with this skill.



Read more at Suite101: Cause and Effect Lesson Plan: Teaching Strategies for Reading Skills http://www.suite101.com/content/cause-and-effect-lesson-plan-a88924#ixzz0ziDzhlvM

	
	Discuss an issue of interest, determining how past events affected the present
	http://www.choices.edu/about/documents/SocialEd-12-08Graseck.pdf
(SS/ELA lesson plan)



	
	Locate evidence in a text that clearly states why an event or a series of events occurred
	Predict/Support Strategy:  Choose a short story or picture book to model the process.  On chart paper, label left side, “Predict” and right side, “Support.”  Read story and invite students to predict and support at three predetermined stopping points.  Confirm/adjust predictions as needed.

(Source:  Teaching Reading in Middle School, Laura Robb).

http://teacher.scholastic.com/products/instructor/readclin3.htm


	
	Search for patterns or clues (e.g., transitional words) that indicate cause-effect relationships
	http://lrs.ed.uiuc.edu/students/fwalters/cause.html#Ex
(Cause/Effect paragraphs with interactive exercises)

http://www.prc.k12.ms.us/docs/curriculum/Teaching%20Text%20Structure.ppt
(Powerpoint:  Teaching text structure)

	Meanings of Words
	Use various resources (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus) to explore suggested meaning of familiar words of descriptive language
	· www.m-w.com
· www.taggalaxy.com
· www.missionliteracy.com
· http://dictionary.reverso.net/English-cobuild/
· http://blachan.com/shahi/
· http://www.freerice.com/


	Generalizations and Conclusions
	Recognize assumptions about the main character in a literary text
	http://www.suite101.com/content/writing-a-character-sketch-a40580
(lesson plan on writing a character sketch)

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson175/RWT186-1.pdf
Character Bulletin Boards:  Use index cards and have students provide descriptors of characters, such as “seems to get in trouble easily” and post on bulletin board.  (Kylene Beers, When Kids Can’t Read, What Teachers Can Do.)

	
	Combine several pieces of information to make a reasonable assumption about a character
	http://www.brocktonpublicschools.com/page.cfm?p=2097
(character inferences:  word list)

Make a 3 column inference chart and fill it out as you read:

1. Label the left column Character. 

2. Label the middle column Details. 

3. Label the right column Inference.



Read more: http://www.brighthub.com/education/k-12/articles/28571.aspx#ixzz0ziMQBRVf

	
	Make predictions about characters and events presented in a literary text, supporting those predictions and making new ones as they read
	Make a 3 column prediction chart and fill it out as you read:

1. Label the left column Situation. 

2. Label the middle column Past Behavior or Character's Values. 

3. Label the right column Prediction. 

An even better option is to use individual white boards and have students write inferences and predictions as you read. Class participation will increase.



Read more: http://www.brighthub.com/education/k-12/articles/28571.aspx#ixzz0ziMbifye
http://go.hrw.com/social/strategies/STRAT07W.PDF
(List/group/label prediction strategy)




