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Ideas for Progress:  Range 13-15

EXPLORE/PLAN/ACT Reading

To enhance their skills in each reading-related strand, students who score in the 13-15 range may benefit from activities that encourage them to do the following:

	College Readiness Standards
	Score Range 13-15 Ideas for Progress
	Web Resources

	Main Ideas and Author’s Approach
	Work with peers to create sensible statements about the main idea or purpose of simple paragraphs
	http://vitalmedia.thirteen.org/vtl07/vtl07_doc_h1purpose.rtf
(author’s purpose chart to use with video clips)

Paragraph Shrinking

http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/paragraph_shrinking


	Supporting Details
	Determine which details in a text are essential to understanding the author/narrator’s intended message
	http://www.suite101.com/content/story-portrait-lesson-a59870
(Story Episode Lesson)

Important to Whom?  Using articles from Time for Kids, Scholastic News, National Geographic Explorer, etc. have students write down something they learned that they believe is important to remember.  Then, draw a line under that response and write down what they believe the author most wanted them to learn and remember (from Strategies That Work by Goudvis and Harvey).

	
	Scan a text in order to locate specific details (e.g., dates, specialized terms, facts)
	http://42explore.com/skim.htm
(skimming and scanning resources with online activities for students)

http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/11/09/skimming-and-scanning-using-the-times-to-develop-reading-skills/
(NY Times activity)

	
	Identify the author’s or narrator’s reasons for including specific information in the text
	http://www.quia.com/pages/hostetterenglish.html
(author’s purpose websites/interactive exercises)

	Sequential, Comparative, and Cause-Effect Relationships
	Analyze how an author or narrator uses description, dialogue, and action to suggest relationships between characters in written or nonprint sources (e.g., films, ads)
	http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/said-said-analyzing-gender-287.html?tab=1#tabs
(analyzing gender roles through dialogue tags lesson plan)

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/become-character-adjectives-character-168.html
(Become a character:  adjectives, traits, and perspective lesson)

	
	Select phrases or statements from a literary text that illustrate how a specific character feels toward others in the text
	Have students describe how an author creates a character and share results.  Read aloud examples from text that illustrate each characterization technique.  Have students choose a character from a book they are reading.  Students will keep a Character Chart noting page number, character description/action, and their own insight/reaction.  

(from Mini-Lessons for Literature Circles by Daniels & Steineke)

	
	Read portions of a literary text, predicting how a person’s actions or words would likely impact a specific situation
	1. Holden Meets Hamlet 

What would one character (or set of them) in one story say to another if given the chance to talk or correspond? Write a dialogue, skit, or letter.

1. Author interview 

Write an interview or letter in which the character in a story asks the author a series of questions and reflects on how they feel about the way they were made.

Source:  http://www.readingrockets.org/article/82


	
	Use various strategies (e.g., questioning, role-playing) to determine believable cause-effect relationships
	Video of students modeling Socratic Circles:  http://voicethread.com/?#q+socratic+circles.b57469.i296922
http://www.noodletools.com/debbie/literacies/basic/LitClub/ssrubric.pdf
(Socratic Seminar rubric)


	Meanings of Words
	Examine specific language in a text and propose reasonable interpretations based in part on their own viewpoints and experiences
	Use a four column think sheet with the following labels:  word, inferred meaning, clues, and sentence.  Model strategy and have students practice in their own reading. 

(Strategies That Work, Harvey & Goudvis)   



	Generalizations and Conclusions
	Analyze the reasonableness of observations by reviewing information presented in the text and from other sources
	Teach students to summarize the content of a piece and respond personally.  Use a piece of paper divided horizontally and label the top half, “Summary” and the bottom half, “Response.”  

(Strategies That Work, Harvey & Goudvis)

	
	Compose generalizations that include qualifying language (e.g., a few, sometimes) when limited evidence is presented by the author or narrator
	It Says/I Say strategy:  helps students connect what is in the text to their prior knowledge.  

http://smoran.ednet.ns.ca//Lit%20Circles/Book_Says_Exercise.htm


	
	Determine what a literary narrative is generally about, organizing the text’s information into general statements that are supported by details from the text
	Sum It Up! Lesson plan:  http://www.asdk12.org/MiddleLink/HighFive/SumItUp/
Recognizing Plot and Inferring Themes:  Students will use a two column think sheet with the left side labeled, “ Evidence from the Text” and the right side labeled, “Themes.”   Students will use words, pictures, and/or ideas as evidence for themes(Strategies That Work, Harvey & Goudvis).

	
	Draw reasonable conclusions about people and situations using evidence presented in a text
	White out the dialogue in comic strips and have students make inferences about what is happening based on the pictures.

Questions that help students make inferences and draw conclusions:
· What conclusions can be made based on the details and facts described in the selection? 

· Do the facts add up? How do you know the facts are accurate? 

· What evidence does the author provide to support the decision to...? 
· What facts led to the author’s conclusions? 

· What facts/details support the author’s conclusions? 

· What facts were revealed by the following clues…? 

· What clues led to your conclusion?



