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Ideas for Progress:  Range 20-23
EXPLORE/PLAN/ACT Reading

To enhance their skills in each reading-related strand, students who score in the 20-23 range may benefit from activities that encourage them to do the following:

	College Readiness Standards
	Score Range 20-23 Ideas for Progress
	Web/Instructional  Resources

	Main Ideas and Author’s Approach
	Determine how an inference might change based on the inclusion of additional information
	http://www.laflemm.com/reso/inference.html
(Practice exercises using inferences)

http://dhp.com/~laflemm/reso/inference.htm
(Inference exercises)




	
	Combine information from challenging texts to clarify understanding of important concepts and ideas
	http://www.education.ky.gov/users/jwyatt/glossary/Inquiry%20Chart.doc
(inquiry chart template)

	
	Distinguish between key concepts and less important ideas in a text and write a concise summary
	http://meade.k12.sd.us/PASS/Pass%20Adobe%20Files/March%202007/SummarizingStrategies.pdf
(Variety of summarization strategies)

	
	Search for clues that suggest the viewpoint from which a literary text is written or told and determine whether the author’s or narrator’s point of view is valid or biased.
	http://highered.mcgraw-hill.com/sites/dl/free/0070976724/449527/ReproducibleJ.pdf
(analyzing point of view graphic)

http://www.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/score/things/PDF/SOAPSTONE_Discuss.pdf
(an acronym to analyze texts for point of view)

	
	Analyze the relationship between an author’s or narrator’s intended message and the rhetorical devices used to convey that message (e.g., language used, evidence provided)
	http://www.americanrhetoric.com/
http://rhetoric.byu.edu/pedagogy/rhetorical%20analysis%20heuristic.htm
(basic questions for rhetorical analysis)



	Supporting Details
	Gather and interpret details presented in a text, determining the contribution of each to the author’s or narrator’s intended message
	http://www.readinglady.com/mosaic/tools/Determinging%20Importance%20handout%20by%20Deb%20Smith.pdf
(Determining importance in nonfiction)

	
	Identify details that clearly support the key point(s) of written or nonprint sources
	GIST strategy:  http://wvde.state.wv.us/strategybank/GISTStrategy.html


	
	Check inferences against information provided in a text, identifying what is and is not sufficiently supported by the text
	http://www.englishcompanion.com/pdfDocs/inferencenotes.pdf
(inference notes template)



	Sequential, Comparative, and Cause-Effect Relationships
	Analyze the sequence of events in written or nonprint sources
	http://www.adlit.org/strategies/23336
(helpful resources for understanding text structure)

http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/de/pd/instr/strats/storymapping/index.html
(story mapping resources)



	
	Map sequences of events in texts or films or from everyday occurrences, defending their reasoning
	http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/plot-diagram-30040.html?tab=6#tabs
(interactive plot diagram for sequencing)

http://www.teach-nology.com/teachers/lesson_plans/language_arts/literature/912storyboard.html
(storyboard a book)

	
	Evaluate the extent to which comparisons made by the author or narrator help clarify specific textual relationships
	http://www.americanrhetoric.com/figures/simile.htm
To Compare:

whereas, but, yet, on the other hand, however, nevertheless, on the contrary, by comparison, where, compared to, up against, balanced against, vis a vis, but, although, conversely, meanwhile, after all, in contrast, although this may be true



	
	Search for clues embedded in a text that suggest cause-effect relationships
	Cause and Effect

The cause of an action may be stated using an unfamiliar word. However, if the effect is stated in familiar words, the reader can infer its meaning.

· His lack of sagacity caused him to make one stupid decision after another. 

· The intrepid warrior led the assault on the well guarded fortress. 

The word sagacity may be unfamiliar to many readers. Understanding that the lack of it causes one to make stupid decisions, a discerning reader quickly infers that sagacity means wisdom. Knowing the intrepid warrior led an assault most would not dare helps the sagacious reader infer that intrepid means fearless.

Words signaling cause and effect include:

· because 

· since 

· consequently 

· therefore 

· when 

· as a result. 

Lesson Ideas

· Make identifying the type of context clue part of the context clues challenge. 

· Instruct students to write new vocabulary words with different types of context clues. 

· Have students identify types of context clues on standardized tests. 

Not all clues are as obvious as the ones we've discussed, nor can they be tested with simple questions. Often, readers must read more than just the sentence or two surrounding the word. Sometimes a group of words several sentences away may unlock the meaning. Sometimes the supporting details in a paragraph must be examined together to help the reader infer the meaning of a particular word. This is called inference from general context.

For teaching how to infer meaning from general context, I recommend modeling.

Find a standards based language arts curriculum map with links to a semester's worth of lesson plans, handouts, and powerpoints on Brighthub.com.



Read more: http://www.brighthub.com/education/k-12/articles/9492.aspx#ixzz11Ff0MS3q

	
	Examine events in written or nonprint sources to determine the precipitating cause(s) and final outcome (s)
	http://www.education.ky.gov/users/jwyatt/glossary/Cause-Effect.doc


	Meanings of Words
	Investigate the meanings of words and their possible effect(s) on the perceptions and behavior of people
	http://vocablog-plc.blogspot.com/2010/01/structured-word-inquiry-critical.html
http://www.education.ky.gov/users/jwyatt/glossary/word%20map.doc
(word study graphic organizer)

http://www.teach-nology.com/teachers/lesson_plans/language_arts/vocab/912internet.html
(internet vocabulary hunt)


	
	Research words and phrases from different sources, identifying their shades of meaning in various contexts or situations
	http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/1195/
(lessons on connotative meanings)

	Generalizations and Conclusions
	Defend or challenge the author’s or narrator’s assertions by locating several key pieces of information in a challenging text
	http://www.readwritethink.org/professional-development/strategy-guides/socratic-seminars-30600.html#research-basis
(Socratic Circles in the classroom guidelines)

	
	Make accurate generalizations based on implied information in the text
	http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/de/pd/instr/strats/responsejournal/index.html
(response journal explanation, template, and rubric)

	
	Analyze specific parts of  a text, drawing accurate conclusions
	http://www.nsrfharmony.org/protocol/doc/save_last_word.pdf
http://web001.greece.k12.ny.us/academics.cfm?subpage=945
(metaphor analysis)

http://web001.greece.k12.ny.us/academics.cfm?subpage=948
(Questions Only reading analysis)


