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Ideas for Progress:  Range 24-27
EXPLORE/PLAN/ACT Reading

To enhance their skills in each reading-related strand, students who score in the 24-27 range may benefit from activities that encourage them to do the following:

	College Readiness Standards
	Score Range 24-27 Ideas for Progress
	Web/Instructional  Resources

	Main Ideas and Author’s Approach
	Develop a reasonable interpretation of the central theme(s) or main point(s) of a challenging text
	Students will create a collage representing themes present in the book and present justification.




	
	Divide challenging texts into sections, determining what the key points are for each section
	Jigsaw strategy:  http://www.jigsaw.org/steps.htm
http://oaklandwrites.org/documents/genres/Say-mean-matter.pdf
http://literacy.kent.edu/eureka/strategies/about_point.pdf


	
	Determine the primary purpose of specific sections of a text or the text as a whole
	Reciprocal Teaching strategy: http://www.jimwrightonline.com/pdfdocs/reciptchng.pdf
 http://www.learningunlimitedllc.com/images/Comprehension/Recip%20Questioning%20-%20one%20sheet%20-%20portrait%20with%20connections.pdf
(Reciprocal Teaching template)

http://www.asdk12.org/MiddleLink/HighFive/Reciprocal/role_cards.pdf
(Reciprocal Teaching cards)

	
	Use two different mediums (e.g., sculpture, poetry, photography, music) to present a summary of the main idea(s) of a text, thereby expanding understanding of the text’s meaning
	http://digitalstorytelling.coe.uh.edu/
(Digital Storytelling tools)

Text-to-Text:  Make a connection to a poem that presents a similar theme.  

	
	Identify subtle evidence that conveys the author’s or narrator’s point of view in challenging texts
	http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?ID=281
(Processes of Inquiry): Use the process of inquiry to examine multiple points of view.

http://www.lessonplanspage.com/LABlackHistory4thofJulyVoicesOfAmericaPoetry1011.htm
This lesson compares four American author’s perspectives of America though poetry. Students will hear, read, and write poetry about America and will look at elements of poetry



	
	Change the wording of a text in order to convey a different tone or attitude (e.g., from persuasive to serious)
	http://justread.wordpress.com/2008/04/15/teaching-tone-second-in-the-poetry-series/
(Teaching tone through poetry lesson plan)

	Supporting Details
	List or name aspects or characteristics of people, objects, events, or ideas
	http://oaklandwrites.org/documents/genres/Character-transfor-chart.pdf
http://oaklandwrites.org/documents/genres/ShortStoryAnalysisFrame.pdf


	
	Interpret and integrate details in a text in order to verify or contradict a specific point or claim made by the author or narrator
	http://projects.uwc.utexas.edu/handouts/files/Rhetorical%20Fallacies%2006.pdf
(handout of rhetorical fallacies)

http://books.google.com/books?id=AoHXf3sIhm8C&pg=PT92&lpg=PT92&dq=kelly+gallagher+graphic+organizer+for+yes+no+chart&source=bl&ots=Psjw2tX1fh&sig=XPC50XyWcFS_m7PQMjs8_wb4J4U&hl=en&ei=DLasTI-FLMGBlAe8_YXgBw&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CBIQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=kelly%20gallagher%20graphic%20organizer%20for%20yes%20no%20chart&f=false
(sample Yes/No graphic organizer for Author’s Argument from Kelly Gallagher)

http://web001.greece.k12.ny.us/academics.cfm?subpage=945
(Metaphor Analysis strategy)


	
	Recognize and study the evolution of an author’s argument(s) as presented in a complex informational text
	http://americanart.si.edu/exhibitions/online/catlinclassroom/lessonplans/cq-b.html      (lesson plan for examining the way an author’s viewpoint impacts objectivity)



	Sequential, Comparative, and Cause-Effect Relationships
	Read texts containing challenging sequences (e.g., flashback, flash-forward), discussing how the order of events affects understanding of the text
	http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/writing-flashback-flash-forward-94.html?tab=1#tabs
(lesson plan for writing a flashback narrative)



	
	Explain how altering a series of events would likely change the outcome of a situation or the actions of the characters
	“What If” scenarios:  Students respond to prompts in which information is changed from what they know, and they predict outcomes.  For example, students may be asked to respond to, “What would be different if the Civil War had been fought in 1920?”
-from Creating Literacy-Rich Schools for Adolescents by Ivey and Fisher

	
	Develop an in-depth understanding of the fine distinctions between literary characters in a challenging text by closely examining the language used by the author or narrator
	Match Maker:  Activity to teach students about relationships that are subtle, involved, and deeply embedded.  Students read a passage that is complex and determine all the relationships.  The students are to read the passage and find all the relationships.  They are to chart them with a title that indicates the relationship.
After years of close scientific observation in the wild and in captivity, the spotted hyena, long regarded as one of nature’s more loathsome creations, is getting a fresh image.  But if anything, the new portrait is even more chilling than the old.  To their credit, we now know that spotted hyenas hunt as often as they scavenge, so they’re not the cowards we had believed them to be.  On the other hand, in one of the most startling findings to date, researchers now know that infant cubs often try to kill each other, only moments after birth, and they think the mother may play a biased role in determining the outcome of the battles.  How she does this remains a mystery.
Example:

Old image of hyenas

New image of hyenas                                                                             

Loathsome/cowards

Scavenge

Not cowards

Hunt/scavenge – determine fate of babies



	
	Identify relationships between ideas and/or people in a challenging text and how those relationships develop over the course of the text
	

	
	Identify clues in a challenging text that suggest possible motives for and effects of a person’s actions or words
	http://www.scribd.com/doc/6377240/Confirming-Characters-Motivation-Based-Upon-Their-Actions
(Lesson plan on confirming character motivations based on their actions)

	
	Read conflicting viewpoints of an event and use textual evidence to identify which one has the most reasonable explanations of causes and effects
	http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2005/03/21/the-will-to-drill/
(NY Times lesson plan analyzing conflicting viewpoints)

http://www.teachablemoment.org/high/insurancebill.html
(Controversial health insurance law lesson plan)

	Meanings of Words
	Develop and use strategies for deciphering the meanings of words or phrases embedded in richly figurative or technical contexts
	http://www.brighthub.com/education/k-12/articles/6323.aspx
(Context Clues Challenge lesson plan)

http://teachingtoday.glencoe.com/lessonplans/using-context-clues


	
	Analyze figurative and technical language in the media, relating some instances to a personal experience
	http://www.americanrhetoric.com/rhetoricaldevicesinsound.htm
(Rhetorical figures in sound)

http://www.visualthesaurus.com/cm/lessons/1557/
(Analyzing language of presidential debates)

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/analyzing-purpose-meaning-political-794.html
(Analyzing the purpose and meaning of political cartoons)

	Generalizations and Conclusions
	Synthesize information in challenging texts, making valid generalizations or conclusions about people and situations
	http://www.missionliteracy.com/page15/page1/page14/page14.html
(links to narrative and expository profundity scales/lessons)



	
	Confirm or disprove generalizations suggested in texts by providing examples or counterexamples from other sources
	http://www.peacecorps.gov/wws/educators/lessonplans/lesson.cfm?lpid=351&gid=3
(Lesson on generalizations and how to avoid stereotyping)

Create a Counterpoint: Students read an Op-Ed that presents an opinion about a contentious issue. As they read, they identify facts the author used to support his or her opinion. Using the Supporting Opinions With Facts handout (PDF), they identify how facts might be used to support an opposing viewpoint. They then write their own Op-Ed expressing their own view on the same issue, supported with facts and statistics as appropriate. Afterward, students engage in peer evaluation sessions, gauging the role of facts in a classmate’s Op-Ed piece and how the writer used facts to ground the arguments and try to persuade the reader. Discuss as a class: How can people come to different conclusions about the same set of verifiable facts?

_from New York Times @ nytimes.com


